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that Chartered Companies were better suited to the simpler
exigencies of governing some North American wilderness,
where their chief functions " should be to strip the running
animals of their fur and to keep the bipeds sober/' This
task accomplished, he turned to face the new problem of
the French. Beyond the Channel Orsini's bombs had started
an odd ferment. For those engines were discovered to have
been made in Birmingham, discussed in Soho, and thrown
by conspirators just arrived from England. The French
protested; Walewski read indignant Notes; and the
Moniteur printed the extremely eloquent, but highly un-
diplomatic, views of angry officers upon the assassins cherished
by perfidious Albion. Lord Palmerston had felt from the
beginning that something must be done. He asked " why
if the French find it necessary to expel dangerous Foreigners
from France, do they not send them to America instead of
shipping them to England/' and was inclined at first to take
power for a Secretary of State to deport alien conspirators,
subject to control by a secret committee of each House*
Then they declined upon the mild provisions of a Bill
promoting conspiracy to commit murder abroad to the rank
of felony. He introduced the Bill himself; and Mr. King-
lake, still haunted after nearly twenty years by the blonde
memory of Miss Howard and more convinced than ever of
the depravity of his successful rival at the Tuileries, took a
strong patriotic line, defied the French, and urged the
House to yield to nobody, while Mr. Warren, who had
delighted novel-readers with Ten Thousand a Year, spoke
at tremendous length and solemnly exclaimed ' Nolumus
leges Anglia mutariS But the debate left the Prime Minister
convinced that " our Conspiracy Bill will do well/1 On the
next night John Russell joined the critics, arguing with
imperfect logic that the existing law was a sufficient deterrent
and that no conceivable deterrent would suffice for political
fanatics. But, with a sudden change of parts, he raised
the patriotic banner against Palmerston and declined to bow
the knee of England.to a foreign despot. The Tories were
more friendly; the first stage was carried by two hundred